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Introduction
The Theater of Messene, one of the biggest buildings in the city, is located in the northwest of the Agora. The architectural blocks of the scaenae frons, the meaning that the pedestal with the inscription must not have been the original one. �� From such evidence, there is no doubt that the Messenian Theater had been used in the middle of the 2 nd century A.D.; �� however, these indirect clues do not relate to the construction period of the scaenae frons of the Theater directly. Thus, the excavator's opinion that the scaenae frons belongs to the middle of the 2 nd �������������������������������������������������������������������� �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� However, stylistic analysis of the architectural ornamentation might be adaptable as chronological evidence. According to the new stylistic analysis of the architectural ornamentation, which will be discussed in the following, the construction period can be dated not to the second half of the 2 nd century A.D., but to ������������������������ st century A.D. The chronological analysis of the Messenian scaenae frons is important not only for dating the Theater building but also for understanding the history of the Roman architecture of Greece. �� In this paper, thus, chronological analysis of the scaenae frons of Messenian Theater based on the architectural decorations will be discussed.
Stylistic analysis of the architectural ornamentation 2-1) Attic-type base
Twenty-one bases have been found from the Theater. They are made of white marble and each of them has a moudling, which consists of a torus scotia and a torus, so called Attic-type. The base and the plinth were produced as one block. 
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The scaenae frons, the façade of the Roman scene building of the Theater at Messene has been dated to between the middle of the 2 nd century and the 3 rd century A.D. by the excavator from uncertain evidences. The present paper demonstrates based on a stylistic analysis of the architectural ornamentation that the scaenae frons of the Messenian Theater dates not to the middle of the 2 nd century ������������������������������� st ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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2-6) Astragal
The astragal is a linear decoration made of alternating round beads and thin reels. In the Theater of Messene, astragal decorations are found in the narrow step between the middle and upper fascia, under the lesbian cyma of the architrave, and on both sides of the baluteus of the normal Ionic capital. 
2-7) Lesbian cyma
The crown moulding of the architrave in Messene is decorated with a continuous ornament of lesbian cyma. ��� The lesbian cyma was also a common Road also has water leaves, which are similar to the Messenian example; ��� however, there are no tone leaves in this geison. 
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